‘Join in Japan’
Global - Japan – overview / culture / people ….
www.scout.or.jp/e/intro.html
www.lonelyplanet.com/maps/asia/japan/
www.abcteach.com/japan/map1.htm
www.lonelyplanet.com/japan 
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http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/article/0,28376,555667,00.html 
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	Japan: Glossary of Major Islands, Cities, Nearby Countries, and Bodies of Water


	Hokkaido - a large island north of Honshu.
Honshu - the largest island of Japan.
Kyushu - the island west of Shikoku and Honshu.
Okinawa - a small island located far southwest of the major Japanese islands.
Shikoku - the island east of Kyushu and southwest of Honshu.


Major Islands:
	Akita - a city in northwestern Honshu.
Kobe - a city in Honshu that is just west of Osaka.
Mount Fuji - the tallest peak in Japan; it is located southwest of Tokyo.
Nagoya - a city in Honshu that is west of Mt. Fuji.
Osaka - a city in Honshu that is east of Kobe and southwest of Nagoya.
Sapporo - a city in western Hokkaido.
Sendai - a city in northeastern Honshu, north of Tokyo.
Tokyo - the capital city of Japan, located on the island of Honshu.


Some Major Cities, etc.: 



Bodies of Water: 

	East China Sea - the sea southwest of Japan (and south of China).
Korea Strait - the strip of water between South Korea and Japan.
North Pacific Ocean - the part of the Pacific Ocean that borders eastern Japan.
Philippine Sea - the sea south of Japan.
Sea of Japan - the sea west of Japan that separates Japan from the mainland of Asia.



Nearby Countries: 

	China - a huge country that borders Russia, North Korea, and many other countries.
North Korea - a country just north of South Korea.
Russia - a country that is across the Sea of Japan from northern Japan.
South Korea - a small country located on a peninsula; it is across the Korean strait from southern Japan.


· Name in Japanese
http://japanesetranslator.co.uk/your-name-in-japanese/
· Children's Day (Kodomo no hi) is celebrated on 5th May in Japan. It is a national holiday on which all children are celebrated and their mothers are honoured. Until recently, 5th May was known as Boy's Day (Tango no Sekku, or the Feast of Banners), so many of the traditional celebrations on Children's Day come from Boy's Day.
[image: image4.png]Russis

fost
Chimase0
i =]
* copiticity
o oy
= poine Sen 3 roumn
g 1 weer
e ki




Maneki Neko is a common Japanese ceramic figure which is thought to bring good luck. Maneki Neko is also known as Beckoning Cat or Welcoming Cat.      
· It is a common Japanese ceramic figure which is thought to bring good luck. If the cat's right paw is raised it is supposed to attract money; if the left paw if raised it is supposed to attract customers. You will therefore often see these figures in shops, restaurants and other businesses. If you visit Japan you will be able to buy Maneki Neko piggy banks and key-rings.
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/Maneki%20Neko%20keyring.pdf
· Carp Kites (koinobori)
Families with boys hang colorful carp kites, called Koinobori, outside their houses - one for each boy, with the biggest representing the oldest boy at the top. The kites flutter in the wind and look beautiful, as you can see in the photo above! In Japanese culture, the carp (or koi) represents courage and perseverance, as the fish is known for its strength and determination as it swims against the current upstream. The carp kite symbolizes each family's wish for their sons to grow up brave and strong.
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/Japanese%20kite.pdf
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/Origami%20Carp%20Kite.pdf
· Golden Boy Doll (Kintaro)
Families with boys display a model of Kintaro, a Japanese folk hero. Kintaro was a boy of superhuman strength who grew up to be a famous warrior, and again he represents the wish of the family for their boys to be brave and strong. 
Read more about the legend of Kintaro
· http://www2c.airnet.ne.jp/toyo/legend.html 
· Origami Cranes - The crane is a traditional origami model which has been folded for hundreds of years. The crane stands for long life and good luck, and some people think that if you fold 1000 cranes you will be granted a wish! Since the Second World War the origami crane has also come to be a symbol for "peace". 
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/Origami%20Crane.pdf
· Learn about a little girl called Sadako Sasashi, and discover how she inspired this beautiful monument to world peace, the Children's Peace Monument, nearly 50 years ago. The monument was unveiled on Children's Day 1948 and is visited by thousands of children each year.
Samurai Helmet
The Samurai were the noblest warriors of Japan, and the Samurai Helmet which they wore also symbolizes strength and courage and is often worn by boys on Children's Day.
·  Samurai challenge games  / Adventure Course.
 Origami Samurai Helmet The Samurai helmet is a traditional Japanese origami model which has been folded for many hundreds of years. As a symbol of strength and honour, it is often made for little boy's to wear on Children's Day (Boy's Day) in Japan on 5th May. The kids can make one with origami paper for their action heroes, or with newspaper or wrapping paper to wear them. You will need a square of at least 20 inches to make a "wearable" helmet. http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/samurai_helmet_craft.htm
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/samurai_sword_craft.htm
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/Origami%20Samurai%20Helmet.pdf
· Sumo Wrestling is very popular in Japan. Two people wrestle in a ring, but, because it is a very ancient sport, there is lots of ceremony and ritual as well. Professional Sumo wrestlers are often very large! They grow their hair long and wear it on top of their heads in a top-knot, and they wear traditional clothes even when they are not wrestling
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/pdfs/sumo_wrestler_coloring_page.pdf  

· More Martial Arts
· Japanese otedama 
These fabric beanbags used to be sewn by grandmothers from silk kimono scraps, and are used for juggling games and skill games similar to jacks and knucklebones. An easy sewing project which makes a lovely game or gift idea. Otedama is a traditional Japanese game for girls played with 5 small beanbags (or ojami.) The beanbags were often made by grandmothers with scraps of kimonos. Special otedama songs were used. You can make your own ojami and then use them to play skill games:
· A Japanese Zen garden is traditionally a rock garden made up of just rocks and sand, although plants may be used. Patterns are made in the sand to represent rippling water. Zen gardens are supposed to be peaceful, serene places. Miniature gardens are often placed on desks to promote a sense of peace.
· Bamboo / Blossom (more Chinese New Year)
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· Japanese Fan Crafts
Japanese Family Fan Hanging
· Kimono
· Daruma Dolls
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/daruma_dolls.htm
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/pdfs/japanese_doll_bookmarks.pdf 
Daruma dolls, or dharma dolls, are meant to help wishes come true! These roly-poly dolls are usually red and always have a moustache and beard. The eyes are left white. While you make a wish you colour in the left eye of the doll, and then put it on display in your house until your wish comes true. Then you can do the same with the other eye!
Kokeshi are a traditional Japanese wooden doll, with simple painted face and one-piece body. The dolls are thought to date back about 300 years, and the artist signs the bottom of the doll.
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/pdfs/activityvillagekokeshipaperdolltocolor.pdf
· Learn about Japan – Haiku Poetry - Haiku is one of the most important forms of traditional Japanese poetry. Haiku is, today, a 17-syllable verse form consisting of three metrical units of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. Since early days, there has been confusion between the three related terms Haiku, Hokku and Haikai. The term hokku literally means "starting verse", and was the first starting link of a much longer chain of verses known as haika. Because the hokku set the tone for the rest of the poetic chain, it enjoyed a privileged position in haikai poetry, and it was not uncommon for a poet to compose a hokku by itself without following up with the rest of the chain.
http://www.toyomasu.com/haiku/#whatishaiku 

· History Timeline Travel through our timeline of major events in Japan's history.
500-600: 
Buddhism arrives in Japan from Korea. The religion is based on the teachings of the Indian philosopher Siddhartha Gautama, known as Buddha.
1192-1868:
Samurai, or warrior clans, become powerful. Although Japan has an emperor, military dictators, known as shoguns, rule.
1853:
U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry arrives with naval ships and demands the Japanese trade with the United States.
1895-1905:
Japan wins wars against China and Russia, gaining territory and international respect. In 1910, Japan takes over Korea.
1923:
The Great Kanto Earthquake, one of the worst in world history, destroys Tokyo and Yokohama. More than 140,000 people are killed.
1926:
Hirohito becomes emperor. He and Prime Minister Reijiro Wakatsuki push to expand Japan's empire.
1931:
Japan invades Manchuria, China. In 1937, Japan goes to war with China.
1945:
Four years after the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor, the U.S. ends World War II by dropping atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
1947-1952:
ile occupying Japan, the U.S. issues a new constitution, which gives power to the Japanese people rather than the emperor.
1964:
The Summer Olympics are held in Tokyo. The Games are the first ever held in the Far East.
1972:
Japan's prime minister, Kakuei Tanaka, visits China, and the two countries restore diplomatic relations.
1995:
An earthquake measuring 7.2 on the Richter scale rocks central Japan, killing more than 6,000 people and causing billions of dollars of damage.
1998:
The Winter Olympics are held in Nagano.
2002:
Japan and South Korea co-host the World Cup, the largest and most popular soccer tournament in the world.
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/article/0,28376,555667,00.html 
Native Lingo
good morning
ohayo gozaimasu (oh-hah-yoh goh-zye-mahs)

hello
konnichi wa (kohn-nee-chee wah)


excuse me
sumimasen (soo-me-mah-sen)

yes
hai (hi)

no
iie (ee-ay)

thank you
arigato (ah-ree-gah-toh)

goodbye
sayonara (sah-yoh-nah-rah)

good night
oyasumi nasai (oh-yah-soo-mee nah-sigh)

My name is Mika.
Watashi wa Mika. (wa-ta-shee-wa-mee-ka-des)

Do you speak Japanese?
Nihongo o hanashimasu ka? (nee-hon-go-o-ha-na-she-mas-ka?)

What time is it?
Nan ji desu ka? (naan
